
Lode Parish Council 

Minutes of the regular meeting of the Council held at 7.30pm on Monday 11 

October 2021 
These minutes comprise 6 pages  

 
Present: Cllrs R Small (Chair), R Stevens, C Purbrook, T Crickmar, M Walsh;   
C/Cllr A Sharp; D/Cllr J Trapp  
 
Items from the public: None 
 
69/21 Chair’s Welcome: Cllr Small welcomed those present to the meeting, including a prospective 
co-optee to the Council 
 
70/21 Apologies:  Cllr F Platten; D/Cllr C Cane 
 
71/21 Declarations of interest: None 
 
72/21 Minutes of meeting 13 September 2021: These were approved unanimously 
 
73/21 Finance matters: 

a) The following payments were approved: 

J E Giles Salary & PAYE £405.30 Local Govt Act 1972 s111 

W Jaggard Cemetery £163.14 Open Spaces Act 1906 ss 9 & 10 

CCC Contribution to Speed 
Indicator 

£396.17 Road Traffic Regulations Act 
1984 s72(1) 

PKF Littlejohn Audit Fee £200+VAT Local Govt Act 1972 s 111 

Strongsupplesound Wellbeing Programme £50.00 Local Governent (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1976 s.19 

John Chambers 
Wildflowers 

Fassage Green (reimburse Cllr 
Small) 

£329.00+VAT Open Spaces Act 1906 ss 9 & 10 

Wickes Lawn Spreader (reimburse Cllr 
Small) 

£18.00 Open Spaces Act 1906 ss 9 & 10 

b) Financial report for the first half of the financial year: The Clerk reported that the Council 
has received all the income it would expect to receive by this point which covers the planned 
expenditure for the operational budget of £19,811 for the full year. To date £8,235 has been 
spent which gives some scope for the additional costs that would be incurred in securing 
Microsoft 365 for all Councillors as well as moving to the gov.uk domain. The current bank 
balances total £36,673. Further receipts of £21,473 will fall due from FCC when the work on 
Fassage Green is completed. Taking account of further costs to complete that work , a net 
amount of around £8,000 should be returned to reserves. This means that, at the year end, 
it is likely that the Parish Council will hold reserves in excess of two years’ precept levies. At 
this level, explanation is required by the external Auditor 

 
74/21 Planning 

a) 21/01346/TRE - St James’ Church, High Street, Lode Cambridge CB25 9EW 
G1 Row of Trees in Churchyard – Trim back overhanging branches to 1 m from boundary 
wall to top of tree, trim back overhanging branches adjacent to house to boundary wall to 
top of tree 
T1 Yew in Churchyard – Trim back overhanging branches to boundary wall up to 6m high 
The Council had no concerns with this application 



 

b) 21/01362/FUL  - Aran, 66 Lode Road, Lode CB25 9ET 
Front infill extension with new porch, extension of 1st floor loft space with dormers either 
side of roof. Conversion of garage to habitable space and demolition of existing conservatory 

 The Council had no concerns about this application 

c) Operating arrangements for pubs during Covid: D/Cllr Trapp indicated that the Council had 
suspended conditions regarding parking provision to allow more outside space for pubs, 
including the Shed. As yet, no stipulation has been made as to when the original conditions 
will be reimposed 

75/21 District Council Report: Cllr Small thanked D/Cllr Trapp for submitting his written report 
which is appended at the end of these minutes. In drawing attention to key points, he mentioned 
the ongoing concern about the lack of parking enforcement in the District and commented that 
Bottisham Parish Council had suggested that it would consider contributing to the cost, given the 
problems that illegal parking causes. Regarding the finances of the District Council, he said that the 
Council would levy the maximum permitted increase next year after a long period without increases. 
Even continuing to raise the tax for the next couple of years will not remove the £4m shortfall in 
budget which the Council anticipates in three years time. Another major issue for the Council is the 
proposed new crematorium on the site of the former Mepal Leisure Centre – he commented that 
this is not supported by local communities. 
Cllr Stevens noted that some work had been done on the dangerous wall at 6 Station Rd, which 
D/Cllr Trapp confirmed had followed action by the Enforcement Officer. D/Cllr Trapp had visited the 
site in Longmeadow recently sold by the County Council. Cllr Stevens pointed out that it appeared 
from the plans that the County had sold the verge bordering the highway, which includes the 
location of the telephone box owned by the Parish Council 
 
76/21 Council Administration matters: Following the discussion in recent meetings, Cllr Small and 
the Clerk had an online meeting with Freethought, to discuss setting up Microsoft 365 for Council 
members together with gov.uk email. During that meeting we were advised that it would be 
advisable to purchase a new laptop for the Clerk as part of this process rather than doing it later. 
This will enable him to cease using his own computer for Parish Council records. The quotation for 
the setup of Microsoft Office and gov.uk email for 8 users is £550. The gov.uk domain would cost 
£100 and he is offering support over three months to help bed in the system for £200. The supply 
and setting up of the laptop would be £586.16 making an overall cost of £1436.16. The ongoing cost 
of £40.16 per month would cover the 8 users subscription to Office 365 and security for the Council 
laptop. 
Given the underspends identified for the first six months, this expenditure can be accommodated 
within the overall budget. Cllr Crickmar proposed and Cllr Walsh seconded a motion that this 
expenditure be authorised, which was agreed unanimously by the Council. 
 
77/21 Environmental and Open Space matters: 

a) Fassage Green Car Park: Cllr Small referred to the principles outlined in his paper which 
were agreed by the Council. It was concluded that signs should be placed at the entrance to 
the access road off the High Street and in the parking area itself. Two suggestions had been 
made for wording and it was agreed that Cllrs Small and Purbrook would agree a single 
version based on their drafts to be circulated to all members for final checking 
ACTION: Cllrs Small & Purbrook 

b) Fassage Green Update Report: Following the discussion last month about the cut and collect 
arrangements for the annual mow of the Green, Cllr Small advised that the Truelink 
quotation had been well above the indicative amount discussed at the September meeting – 



a significant part of the cost was removing the cuttings from the site. Subsequently, the 
Green has been cut by the National Trust team at Anglesey Abbey. They laid the cuttings in a 
line on site so as to minimise the space taken up and facilitate them rotting down. Regarding 
the Swift Tower, Cllr Small said that a bespoke design is being prepared and will be shared 
with the Council for approval. Regarding the willow tunnel which he proposed to be planted 
during the February half-term, Cllr Walsh offered to lead on this project which was warmly 
welcomed by the Council 

c) Highways timetable for improving the pre-existing path on the Fassage Recreation 
Ground: Cllr Stevens has raised the question with the officer in Highways, Jonathan Clark, 
but has not yet had a response. C/Cllr Sharp agreed to pursue the matter and report to the 
next meeting 
ACTION: C/Cllr Sharp 

d) Consultation with Allotment Holders regarding provision of new water troughs: Cllr Small 
has provided text for the consultation which will be circulated to allotment holders by the 
Clerk 
ACTION: The Clerk 

e) Allotment plots 1A & 1B- future usage: Cllr Small explained that none of the people on the 
waiting list was keen to take up a plot in this location as the plots are separate from the rest 
lying on the Fairhaven Close side of the track. After considering the options in his report, the 
Council agreed that the option of planting trees on these plots would be pursued 

f) Update on Cemetery Maintenance: The Clerk said that Mr Jaggard, who maintains the 
Cemetery under contract, is recovering after his recent injury. He has confirmed that the 
mower has been repaired but the bill is awaited. If the amount is less than the agreed figure, 
the Clerk can proceed to pay. Mr Jaggard said that as the grass has grown long, it will take up 
to three cuts to get it back to the required length. He has been asked to treat the paths in 
the cemetery to remove weeds 
ACTION: Cllrs to meet at the Cemetery to decide whether any further works are required 
beyond weeding 

g) Removing graffiti from the bus shelters:  Quotations have now been received from 
Streetscene at ECDC for both bus shelters for a total of £471.56. The Council resolved that 
these should be accepted 
ACTION: The Clerk will notify Streetscene of the decision 
 

78/21 County Council Report: C/Cllr Sharp advised that he now sits on the Highways Improvement 
Board as the representative covering East Cambs. He said that he receives regular complaints about 
gully cleaning and potholes, and this board will work through its six-weekly meetings to improve 
performance in these areas. He has asked officers to provide him with information about how they 
prioritise fault reports so that he can better respond to constituents’ questions. The Highways & 
Transport Committee on which he sits has confirmed that work on the Swaffham Heath junction is 
scheduled to take place within this financial year following 15 serious accidents within the last 5 
years. The Children & Young Persons’ Committee is struggling with major pressure on the special 
educational needs budget. He reported that the Police and Crime panel will consider the first draft of 
the new Police & Crime Commissioner’s Strategy at its November meeting. The key themes of the 
strategy will be: Community Priorities/Crime Prevention/Supporting Victims & Witnesses/Ethical 
policing/Robust Enforcement. The Audit Committee is pressing for publication of the full report into 
the “Farmgate” issue. The full Council meeting has been postponed until November when it is 
expected to confirm the appointment of a new Chief Executive for the Council 
 
79/21 Committee matters: The Council approved the draft terms of reference for the Human 
Resources Committee with one amendment requiring the quorum for any meeting to be all 3 
members. It was felt that one meeting per year should be adequate 



ACTION: Cllr Small will convene the first meeting of the Committee 
 
80/21 Report from the Fassage Hall Management Committee: The Council approved the request 
by the Fassage Hall Management Committee to place a storage unit next to the baseball area. The 
Council decided that the unit should be placed on paving slabs to obviate the need for a concrete 
base to laid. It recognised that the brambles need to be removed to allow the slabs to be laid. 
ACTION: The Clerk will ask Truelink to remove the brambles when they do the annual hedge cut of 
the play area  
 
81/21 Highway & Footpath matters: 

a) Local Highways Improvement Fund: It was confirmed that the application had been 
completed by Cllrs Stevens and Platten and submitted to Highways 

b) ECDC Consultation on Bus Services, Cycling & Walking: Cllr Stevens has collated information 
on the state of paths in the parish which he will put into the spreadsheet and circulate to 
Council members. It was noted that Bus Services are not included in this part of the survey. 
In response to a question from Cllr Stevens about the need for bus services in the evenings 
and on Sundays, C/Cllr Sharp agreed to forward the response from ECDC to the Combined 
Authority  
ACTION: Cllr Stevens will circulate the spreadsheet with the information collected prior to 
submission 
ACTION: C/Cllr Sharp will forward ECDC’s submission on bus services to the Combined 
Authority 

82/21 Correspondence: The Council noted the correspondence received. D/Cllr Trapp reported 
that there were no implications for Lode arising out of the Swaffham Bulbeck Neighbourhood Plan 
 
83/21 Items for future agendas:  

 Neighbourhood Planning (Cllr Small will put on the agenda for discussion in the new year) 

 Fassage Hall: suitability/limitations as a community building (Cllr Crickmar) 

  
 
84/21 Date of next meeting: 8 November 2021, 7.30 pm 
 
85/21 The public meeting closed at 9 pm followed by discussion of a confidential matter 
 
  



District Councillors’ Report to Parish Councils October 2021 

The Administration at East Cambs have instructed that Committees will change the way they 
operate. Previously items brought to committee would be discussed at length and members could 
ask questions in Committee. Now questions must be submitted in writing before the meeting and 
should be answered before the meeting. This gives members just a few days to read all the papers 
and submit questions, as the papers are issued just a week before the meeting. It also risks 
questions and answers no longer being heard in public. 

These new arrangements were put in place for September’s meeting of Operational Services 
Committee. One of the items on that Agenda was a proposal for enforcement of car parking 
violations, given that the Administration’s original proposal was unworkable. A Committee member 
sent several questions to the paper’s author but was told that they were away and would not be 
attending the Committee meeting. At the meeting it was announced that that item would be 
deferred for consideration by Full Council in October. The Committee meeting was on the 13 

September and as at 4 October the questions have still not been answered. It is clearly frustrating 
when we are asked to consider new initiatives, which we might want to discuss locally, and we are 
not given full information. It is particularly concerning in this case as the member was following the 
new requirements but has still not received answers despite one of the claimed aims of the new 
procedure being that it “enables officers to provide all Committee members with a fully informed 
answer to benefit member discussion.” 

Operational Services Committee also approved the outdoor sports facilities and playing fields 
strategy which includes the aims of “securing provision, improvement and maintenance of outdoor 
sport and playing pitches across the district”. This was in the same month that consultation closed 
on the Council’s plans to demolish the Outdoor Activities centre at Mepal and replace it with a 
crematorium and burial site. Interestingly, the Council’s own consultation showed that an 
overwhelming majority of respondents do not support the proposals. 

The Committee heard a presentation from Newmarket Citizens’ Advice Bureau (CAB) in which it was 
noted that requests for advice had increased, notably for advice around benefits and tax credits, 
debts, employment and relationships. That audits of the services and governance of Newmarket CAB 
had rated it as good. East Cambs funds the Newmarket CAB for around £23k per year. This funding 
was under review, so future funding is uncertain. 

Finance & Assets Committee will meet on 5 October. One of the items on the Agenda is the East 
Cambs Trading Company Accounts for the Year ended 31 March 2021. The Committee will consider 
the Medium Term Financial Strategy Update. This assumes that Council tax will rise by £5 each year 
from 2022 and that inflation will be 2% (although the Bank of England is predicting 4%) and still 
notes that in order to set a legal budget for 2022/23 East Cambs will need to deliver: 

• Efficiencies in the cost of service delivery  
• Reductions in service levels  
• Increased income from fees and charges  
• Increased commercialisation via its trading companies 
 
One of the cost reductions which we fear the Administration may impose is the grant to Newmarket 
CAB, putting its services to local residents at risk, and thereby removing an independent advice 
service . With the significant losses made by East Cambs Trading Ltd, it is difficult to see how the 
trading companies are going to contribute other than through the interest which ECTC pays to the 
Council and that is fixed at just 3.5%. 
 



Observations on the budget: The planned increase in Council Tax is about 3.5%, and the ECDC income 
from Council Tax is about £4.5 million; interestingly, the parish precept is just over half of the income 
that ECDC receives in Council Tax; the savings required in three year’s time is almost £4 million. 
 
Charlotte Cane & John Trapp 
 
  

 


