
Lode Parish Council – Meeting Information for 13 September 2021 
 

Matters arising not on main agenda 
 

Graffiti on Bus 
Shelters at Lode 
Crossroads & High St 

Clerk A quotation has now been received for the shelter in the 
High Street but I have asked again for the quotation for 
the shelter at the crossroads 

 
Council Bank Accounts 

Bank balances as at 7 October: £36,748.35 
Receipts since 10 September 
 ECDC – Precept 2nd instalment  £ 8250 
 Allotment rents    £   237 

 
Planning 

 
New applications on main agenda 
 
The following application has been approved by ECDC: 
 
21/01192/FUL – 36 High Street, CB25 9EW 
Demolition of existing rear porch and single storey outbuilding. New single storey rear 
extension, attic dormer extension to rear, 2 new windows at ground floor in existing flank 
elevation and 2 rooflights 
 
The following application has been refused by ECDC: 
 
21/00968/ARN – Anglesey Farm, Lode Fen CB25 9HD 
 

Correspondence 
 

 Swaffham Bulbeck PC – Consultation on draft Neighbourhood Plan 

 D/Cllr Cane – Copy of response to request for printed copies of Planning Applications 

 Freethought – Various emails about service and costs for Microsoft 365 and gov.uk 
email 

 ECDC Planning re Guildhall – Confirmation of meeting with owner and that steps 
already underway to make improvements 

 Lanpro Services – Survey & Report: EV Charging in East Cambs 

 Emails from resident regarding use of Cemetery Car Park 

 Email from resident pointing out that the planning permission for 13 Station Road 
includes a requirement to install dropped kerbs at the entrance to Sunny Ridge Farm 

 Greater Cambridge Partnership: Notification of Newmarket Rd Pre-Consultation 
Briefing 

 
Additional Papers 

Reports on Fassage Car Park, Fassage Hall Mgt Cttee, Allotments and IT are appended below. 
A financial update is available separately. Please email the Clerk if you require a copy. 
 
 
Jonathan Giles,Clerk 
8 October 2021 



Fassage Car Park Information Paper for Lode Parish Council (October 2021) 
Background 
A defined area for the car park at its current size can be seen from Google Earth Imagery in 
1999 (the earliest high-resolution imagery available). Following the construction of the 
Fassage Hall the car park’s current surface was installed and this is visible in 2013 aerial 
imagery. Since this period patterns of use of the car park have been dynamic with changing 
frequencies of amenity uses (e.g. sports facilities, Fassage Hall bookings, allotments and 
Little Legs nursery).  

 

 
In 2019 the Parish Council and the Lode with Longmeadow Village Trust purchased the land 
on which the Car Park is located. This land, including car park, is under the management of 
the Parish Council in a 99-lease arrangement with LLVT.  
It is understood that planning permission for the Fassage car park has never been sought but 
its on-going unencumbered use for a period of over 20 years could constitute an easement1. 
A NALC document “Local Councils’ Powers to Provide Parking Spaces”2 explains the legal 
basis for the establishment and management of car parks by local councils (including Parish 
Councils). Under Section 57 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act (1984) local councils have the 
power to provide parking spaces when it is considered necessary to relieve or prevent traffic 
congestion; or preserve local amenities.  
Current Issues  
There have been a series of complaints raised to the Parish Council concerning usage of the 
car park in 2021, predominantly by a resident of the village. Initially, at the end of May, 
these pertained to speeding along the access track and anti-social behaviour by some 
evening users of the car park (including loud music from parked vehicles, littering and 
misuse of nitrous oxide cylinders).  
Following a site meeting in June with the resident, two Parish Councillors and members of 
the LLVT committee it was agreed that a traffic cone could be placed by the resident as a 

                                                
1 A right to cross or otherwise use someone else’s land for a specified purpose 
2
 https://www.lalc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/18-Local-Councils-Powers-To-Provide-

Parking-Spaces.pdf  
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https://www.lalc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/18-Local-Councils-Powers-To-Provide-Parking-Spaces.pdf
https://www.lalc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/18-Local-Councils-Powers-To-Provide-Parking-Spaces.pdf


temporary measure on the access track with a notice stating that the car park would be 
closed after 9pm.  
Following the use of the traffic cone, evening use of the car park significantly reduced and no 
further complaints were raised during the summer.  
In July, given the successful application of the traffic cone and notice it was decided by the 
Parish Council to defer the installation of a permanent removable bollard on the track until 
there was evidence for need and that if and when further steps were required these would 
need to take into account factors including pedestrian safety and accessibility for emergency 
services.  
In its September meeting, whilst noting no further complaints had been received the Parish 
Council agreed on the formal setting of opening hours for the car park, with associated 
signage. 
In late September a further complaint was raised by the same concerned resident pertaining 
to the use of the Fassage Car Park by dog walkers during the daytime. Concerns over use of 
the car park have not been  formally raised to the Parish Council by a broad range of 
resident’s and those who have commented have shown divergent views. One suggestion is 
that it should only be used for visiting the cemetery, allotment tending and Fassage Hall 
bookings. 
 
Suggested Principles and Solutions 
Suggested Principles: 

 The purpose of the car park should be defined by the Parish Council so that there is 

clarity for all residents and users 

 Car parking is constrained for residents and visitors to the village, e.g. Lode Road and 

Mill Road. This can be a sensitive issue and it is important to keep options open for 

all users in order to amicably mitigate potential conflicts over road congestion and 

parking. 

 Any rules or byelaws for the car park must be simple and kept to a minimum as 

active management or enforcement would not be practicable with costs very likely 

to outweigh benefits 

 The Parish Council should notify the Police and/or other related enforcement bodies 

in cases of anti-social behaviour, damage to property, fly-tipping etc. 

 Residents should not feel obligated to control usage of the car park 

Suggested Solutions: 

 Taking the above principles into account, the Parish Council to agree signboard text 

with suggested options for text as follows: 

 

Welcome to the Fassage Car Park which is managed by the Lode Parish Council. The 

car park is provided free of charge to people who are using amenities of the village 

including the recreation ground, the Fassage Hall, Fassage Green, the village 

cemetery and local walks. 

 

We ask you to respect other users and residents whilst using this facility. Please do 

not congregate in the car park or play music whilst parked as this may disturb others. 

Please do keep to a maximum speed of 5mph, keep dogs on leads, be mindful of 

pedestrians and ensure that any litter is placed in the provided bin. 

 



The car park is closed at 9pm each day except for booked users of the Fassage Hall. 

Overnight parking is not permitted. 

 

With thanks 

 

Lode Parish Council  

 

or 

Welcome to the Fassage Car Park which is managed by Lode Parish Council.  It is 

available for visitors to the recreation ground, Fassage Hall, Fassage Green and the 

cemetery, plus allotment holders. We ask you to respect other users and local 

residents whilst using this facility, and to keep to a maximum speed of 5 mph. 

 

The car park is closed at 9 pm each day except for booked users of Fassage Hall. 

Overnight parking is not permitted. 

 

 Communicate on principles and solutions openly with all residents of the Parish. 

-_______________________________________________________________ 

Report from the Fassage Hall management committee to Lode Parish Council Oct 6th 
2021 

We had a meeting to look closely at the FH to see what needed fixing and tidying up. A letter 
was then sent to Grace Vincent of Little Legs Nursery and she will be sorting out all the 
cupboards and clearing out anything that is no longer used. This means that there will be 
more storage space, but obviously there still has to be an external storage unit as the 
outside shed had to be demolished. 
 In order to have space for the large toys needed at the nursery, the container would need 
to be large enough for others as well, who might wish to store equipment. This is the unit we 
have in mind. 
https://www.asgardsss.co.uk/5x7-metal-shed 
The cost will be borne by the FH. The only issue is that the lead time is 16 weeks from the 
time of ordering, so it would be good to get on with the decision. We do need your 
permission and that of the LLVT for the siting of this container. 
We think the container should be sideways on beside the brambles, and not close up to the 
hall because of the risk of folk climbing onto the roof. The reason for sideways is that the 
container would stick out into the basket ball area. [A container with a wide, side entrance 
was nearly £500 more] 
The FH was painted on the outside during the summer holidays and it looks very smart. The 
inside is going to be decorated just before Christmas. Thanks to Carole Faulkner, Jean 
Howard and Julie Sale who organised this work. Other repair work has been done including 
mending door handles, putting up new shelves, replacing downpipes, and there is more still 
to be done, when Will Jaggard is able. 
One job that needs doing is to cut back the brambles for a good 1.5m, as they are 
encroaching on the car park, dustbins, and generally attacking those walking past! This is the 
task of the PC as it is not on our patch. [action PC] 
Finally, we discussed a suggestion that the FH should be extended, so that it could 
accommodate larger groups, for say a quiz night, and provide more internal storage, and this 
idea was met by a very definite YES. So, this could be something we could look at for the 
future. Thank you and regards from the FH management committee.  

https://www.asgardsss.co.uk/5x7-metal-shed


Report on Usage of Allotment Plots 1A and 1B (Cllr. Rob Small, October 2021) 
The Lode Parish Council allotments cover an area of 0.54ha. They are divided into 11 
allotment strips of ca. 7m width. The majority of the strips are sub-divided into smaller plots 
with a total of 25 allotments currently allocated. 

 
In recent years turnover of plot-holders has been ca. 3-4 per year with the majority of 
tenants either coming from Lode or Bottisham. Waiting times for a plot are currently below 
6 months. This autumn five allotments became available and all bar plots 1A and 1B have 
been taken on by new tenants. All potential tenants who have been met on site have 
preferred not to take up plots 1A or 1B due to its location near the access track and its 
relatively exposed nature. As such it is highly likely that neither 1A or 1B will be let at this 
time.  
In June 2018, prior to the most recent plot-holder taking on plots 1A and 1B, there was 
agreement by the Parish Council for the planting of trees on plot 1B. Current options are for 
the plots 1A and 1B are to:  

1) Let them remain fallow until a plot-holder is found and for weeds/grass to be cut by 

a contractor if necessary 

2) Revisit the 2018 decision to plant trees on the plot - there is space for the planting of 

ca. 4-6 trees which could be funded via the CCC A1303 replacement tree scheme.  

 
 



Freethought Quotation for secure email and document sharing, to include capital 
and ongoing cost plus initial support  
 
Thanks for the time on the call. Very productive! 
Following what we discussed I would propose:  
M365 Business Basic License for the 8 Users - Currently £4.02 /user/month (Unfortunately 
there are no discounts for government organisations unless it is education or charity) 
1 Initial set up - £550 
Use of extensive experience to ensure the best possible configuration 
Domain set up 
8 users created 
Security policies 
1 Team for all people 
You can have multiple channels in that team if you can define them 
1 basic Sharepoint library for files to be shared internally only 
OneDrive set up 
Cyber Security Essential £8 /user /month - for the Laptop owned by the  
Proactive monitoring of device 
Windows and app patching (apps where possible - depends on application) 
Supply of Enterprise Antivirus 
Monitoring of antivirus if already owned (not supported free AV and some programs) 
Darkweb Monitoring 
3 Month of pooled support hours - 4 hours pooled - £200 
2 year registration of .gov.uk domain £100 
 
Laptop: 
Dell Inspiron 3000 
https://deals.dell.com/en-uk/productdetail/akft 
AMD Ryzen 5 
15” Screen 
8GB Ram 
256GB SSD 
1 Year Onsite Dell support 
As mentioned on the call we  
 
 
 
So that would look like: 
8 users M365  £4.02  £32.16 
1 Users Security £8  £8 

Total Monthly   £40.16 
 
One off costs 
Set up £550 
Domain £100 
Support Month 1-3 £200 
Laptop Set up and Delivery £95 
Laptop  £491.16 (or current cost price from Dell) 
Total One-off  £1436.16 
 
(All prices are ex VAT) 

http://gov.uk/
https://deals.dell.com/en-uk/productdetail/akft

