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WHAT’S  WHERE  
IN LODE STAR  

WHAT’S ON WHEN  
LC Lode Chapel,  LSC Lode Social Club, BBL British Legion Club  

 FH Fassage Hall, BVC Bottisham Village College 

Thursday Anglesey Abbey Health Walks 10.00am 

Wednesday Coffee Morning 10.30am LC 

Red2Green PopUp—last Wednesday of the month, 
The Pavilion, SB 

Red2Greenhouse, BVC—Tues & Wed 11am 

POWER CUT? 

CALL 105 
FREE 

NHS 

The SUDOKU PUZZLE this 
month is on Advert page BB 

 3. Editorial 

 4. Lode Parish Council 

 5. Lode Charity 

 6. Charity Cycle Rides 

 7. A Fond Farewell 
  Congratulations James 

 8. News from the Councils 

 9. Lode Women’s Institute 

10. WI Annual Report 
  Mini-Market 

11. Bottisham Library 
  Gardening Club 
  Lode Workers get-together 

12 Memories of Zimbabwe 3 

15. Lode Half Marathon 

16. Swaffham Bulbeck School 

17. Lode Tennis Club 
  Lode Village Fete 
  Lode’s DEFIBRILLATOR  

18. Bottisham Patients’ Group 
  Coffee at St James’ 

19. RENEW 

20. Village Freecycle 
  Village Trust 

21. Public Transport Matters 

22. Electronic Organ Concert 
  Sudoku solution 
  G&S Princess Ida 

23. Anglesey Abbey & Wicken 

24. Star Shine Memory Walk 

25. Neighbourhood Watch 
  Soul & Motown Night 

26. Mara, Tanzania 

27. St James’ Church page 

28. Outside Information  

May 

 1 St James’ Church Cafe (p18)  

 3 Lode WI 7.30pm LC (p9) 

 5 Walk for Health from Surgery (p18) 

 6 Coffee etc at St James’ 10-12 (p17) 
Tennis Club Curry Night  

 8 LPC mtg 7.30pm FH 

 11 Lode Home Workers’ drinks (p11) 

 13 Star Shine Memory Walk (p24) 
Mini-Market, B’shm (p10) 
Soul & Motown 7.30pm FH (p25) 
Electronic Organ Concert (p22) 

8-14  Mill Week at AA (p23)  
 17 Walk for Health from Surgery (p18) 

19-21 AA Free Weekend for residents 

 20 Adult Learning Workshops (p18)) 

 22 Annual Open Parish Meeting (p5) 

 25 Patients Group mtg 7.30pm  

June 
 9 Walk for Health from Surgery (p18) 

14-17 G&S Princess Ida (p22) 

 18 Lode Village Fete (p17) 
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May 2017 EDITORIAL  Issue No: 485 

Please could all items for inclusion in the 

JUNE 2017 edition of Lode Star  reach  
Elizabeth Mitchell (elizabeth-mitchell@hotmail.co.uk)  

and Susan Swannell (address below or lodestar.lode@btinternet.com) 

EDITOR:............ ELIZABETH MITCHELL, 3 WILLOW GROVE, CB25 9EL  07798 781367   
DISTRIBUTOR: ........... .IAN FAULKNER,  28 FAIRHAVEN CLOSE, CB25 9HG  811963 
TREASURER: ............ JEFF KEMPSTER, 19 ABBEY LANE, LODE  CB25 9EP  812194  
ADVERTISING / PRODUCTION: ............. SUSAN SWANNELL, 5 ABBEY LANE,  811584 
COVER DESIGN:  ........................................................................................... JO BARRETT 
PRINTERS: ............................... BURWELL COMMUNITY PRINT CENTRE  01638 613102 

OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN LODE STAR ARE NOT NECESSARILY THOSE OF THE EDITORS 
NOR DO THE EDITORS ACCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR CLAIMS MADE IN ADVERTISEMENTS 

The purpose of LODE STAR is to serve the WHOLE parish by circulating information  
free to every household in LODE and LONGMEADOW eleven times a year 

Here we are heading in to the most 
beautiful month of the year when it is 
impossible not to have your spirits 
lifted by the blossom and new growth.   

If it inspires you to do something for 
the village environment think about 
taking on the role of Tree Warden.   

Charlie Platten is ready to hand on the 
baton (or spade or pruning saw!)  
During the past five or so years he has 
secured the land and fruit trees for the 
Community Orchard, helped develop 
the thriving woodland on White Fen 
Drove and hedgerows beside the cycle 
path to Swaffham Bulbeck.  There is 
lots of scope for imaginative 
environmental projects and you are 
part of a group of Tree Wardens from 
villages throughout East Cambs.  Call 
Charlie on C 813016 to find out more.   

Incidentally if you haven’t explored the 
community orchard for a while make a 
visit soon. You may still see the 
unusual and beautiful quince blossom.  

We hope everyone enjoyed a happy 
Easter break.  Ours was especially 
joyful with the arrival on 18 April of our 
first grandson James Matthew John 

Mitchell.  Not the expected Easter 
Sunday baby.  He will have to wait 
until he is 32 for his first Easter 
birthday!  

Please come along to the Annual 
Parish Council meeting on 22 May 
when village organisations report to 
the community.  There will be 
opportunities to discuss ideas for 
applying for Lode Longmeadow Village 
Trust grants and also what could be 
included in a Neighbourhood Plan.   

It will also be an opportunity to thank 
Arthur Tomlinson for his years of 
service as Parish Clerk.  See p 12 for 
the last of his very interesting memoirs 
of his time in Zimbabwe before he 
came to Lode.  

Elizabeth Mitchell 

mailto:elizabeth-mitchell@hotmail.co.uk?subject=Lode%20Star%20magazine
mailto:lodestar.lode@btinternet.com
mailto:the.faulkners@btinternet.com
mailto:jeff.kempster@kempsteranddale.co.uk
mailto:info@burwellprint.co.uk
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Lode Parish Council News 

LODE PARISH COUNCIL 

CHAIRMAN 
Robert Stevens ............. 811643 

51 Northfields 

Philip Lane .................... 811944 
68 Lode Road 

Elizabeth Mitchell ..... 07798 781367 
3 Willow Grove 

Fran Platten .................. 813016 
Fen Farm, Lode Fen 

Rob Small ..................... 812626  
32 High Street 

Meleena Walsh ............. 813664 
23 Northfields 

CLERK 
Jonathan Giles .. 07789 012 761 

86 High St., Bottisham CB25 9BA 
lodeparishclerk@gmail.com 

At the start of April's meeting, we 
welcomed Jonathan Giles as our new 
Parish Clerk.  We were fortunate in 
having two excellent candidates to 
choose from which meant it was a 
difficult decision. Jonathan you may 
know as the Vicar's husband. 

We have now established that ECDC 
has £1,200 left as Section 106 funds 
which accrued before 2013 from new 
developments in the parish. This 
money may be spent here on 
Community Infrastructure. There have 
not been any Community 
Infrastructure Levy funds accruing 
since then, as developments in the 
parish have been exempt by being 
small extensions, conversions or 
replacement buildings etc.   

The moss and grass on the path in 
the cemetery has been sprayed and 
cut back and a refurbished seat has 

been donated and put in the newest 
part of the cemetery. The white stop 
line has been repainted on the exit into 
Station Road and the obsolete and 
distracting notice removed from the 
adjacent fence. 

We considered three planning 
applications: 

We have responded to ECDC asking 
that any security lighting of the 
proposed polo pony isolation boxes 
near Frolic Farm, off Lug Fen 
Droveway, is not left on permanently.  

The other applications were for the 
sites either side of the Broughton Hall. 
On the southern site, four four-bedroom 
homes are proposed with the access 
opposite number 51 Lode Road. On the 
northern site, one two-bedroom, three 
three-bedroom and two four-bedroom 
homes are proposed with the access 
nearly opposite number 37.  

Over the two sites, we would prefer 
there to be two two-bedroom, five-three 
bedroom and three four-bedroom 
homes to enable greater affordability.  

We regret the loss of two lime trees and 
require all surface water to be absorbed 
on-site. We also do not like the tandem 
parking of cars on the properties and 
the unimaginative and uniformity of 
design of some of the homes. Our full 
responses should appear on the ECDC 
website. 

There have been a number of thefts in 
the parish. Do keep all your doors 
locked, even when you are at home or 
in the garden, and block entry at the 
side and rear of your property if at all 
possible. There have also been some 
aggressive cold callers about home 
improvements. Simply say NO, or at 
most ask for a leaflet. Based upon the 
experience of three residents, It is not 
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advisable to agree to free quotation or 
give a contact number. If you let them 
into your home, you may face pressure 
to accept an inflated quote and then 
hours of negotiation and persuasion to 
agree. Always get quotes in writing 
from more than one reputable 
company before signing anything. 

We thanked Charlie Platten for his time 
as Tree Warden. This is a volunteer 
post, under the auspices of ECDC and 
the Tree Council. The purpose is to 
give advice, to protect trees, and to 
look for opportunities to plant new 
ones. If anyone is interested in this 
position, please contact one of our 
Councillors.  

Please be aware that work on 
trees on properties in the 
Conservation Area must be 
notified to ECDC at least six 
weeks in advance. 

This includes properties in the High 
Street and Mill Road, and parts of Lode 
Road and Station Road. An ECDC 
Trees Officer will give advice but in 
some cases a Tree Preservation Order 
may be served. There may be heavy 
fines for not complying with the law. 

Several of the Parish Council's 
allotments behind the High Street have 
been taken over by residents from 
inside and outside the parish. The 
National Trust has served notice on all 
holders on its nearby allotments, the 
period depending on their state of use. 
It is hoped that those eager to continue 
to grow produce will find space on the 
Trust's allotments behind Mill Road, or 
on any remaining Parish Council 
allotments. 

In the Play Area, the rocking horse has 
been painted, rubber mats added to 
the slide steps and new seats put on 
the junior swings. We have decided to 
proceed in principle with the purchase 
of a cantilever basket swing. Also, a 

rowing and skier exerciser for older 
children and adults for the area near the 
table tennis table. An anonymous 
donation has been pledged to cover 
half of the cost of these. A new picnic 
table is to be obtained to replace the 
rotting one.  

There are elections on Thursday 4 May 
for a Mayor and a County Councillor. 
Our next regular Parish Council 
meeting is on 8th May.  

Our Open Parish Meeting is on Monday 
22 May, at which residents are 
welcome to come to hear reports from 
the various Councils and local 
organisations and to ask questions. 

Robert Stevens  

Lode Charity 

Notice is given that the trustees of  
the Charity will meet during July.  

Retired persons who satisfy the 
residence qualification and students 
entering a higher level of education 
are eligible to apply for assistance.  

Further information is available from  

Arthur D Tomlinson 
Clerk to the Charity, 5 Mill Road 

Telephone C.811280 

Annual Open Parish Meeting 

All parishioners are invited to attend 

the meeting which will be held in the 
Fassage Hall on Monday 22 May 

commencing at 7.30pm. 

Reports presented by representatives 
of Organisations, Clubs and Societies 

will be welcome. 

http://www.lode.org.uk/pc.html
mailto:lodeparishclerk@gmail.com
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My name is Sue Foxwell and I have 
lived in the village of Lode with 

Longmeadow for the past 11 years. 

I would like to ask for help from the village of 
Lode and Longmeadow with raising money for 
a sponsored cycle event which is being held 
in May 2017. https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/s-foxwell 

Thank you in advance - every little helps, Sue 

Chris & Jenny Leeton (you may know their daughter Lily or their 
dog Cookie!) are cycling 100 miles. Yes 100 MILES around the 
heart of London and Surrey on closed roads at the end of July, 

Ride London 100 

They are doing this not only as a challenge for themselves but also to 
raise money and awareness for PARKINSON'S DISEASE. 

This is something very close to their hearts as two family members have 
suffered for many years with this disease. 

We would greatly appreciate any sponsor money you could give  
be it £1 or more.... 

Our just giving page is: http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/chrisleeton 

Alternatively we have a collection tin in the post office. 

Thank you very much, we will work hard we can guarantee it! 

Kind Regards Chris & Jenny Leeton ( 34 High Street, Lode) 
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A Fond Farewell 

The Shed was crowded with friends and 
neighbours for the farewell party for Richard and 

Chris Todd after more than forty years in the village.   

Lots of memories shared about the children attending 
Lode school  (Broughton Hall) before it closed in 1985.  

Being part of a small community didn’t stifle a sense of 
adventure as the chat revealed how many of those youngsters 

are now making their way in interesting lives in far flung countries. 

The village through the Parish Council thank the Todds for their 
contribution to the community.  Richard was Tree Warden for many years 

and enhanced our environment with expertly selected trees. He was an 
invaluable help behind the scenes at most big events in the village.  We wish 

them good luck in their ‘retirement’ in Cherry Hinton. 

Congratulations to James Lovelace  

who completed the London Marathon for the second 
year running.  He beat his time by 20 minutes crossing 
the line at 4 hours 8 minutes.  He thanks everyone for 
their support and contributions which reached his target 
of £4,000 – and also says ‘Never Again!’ 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/s-foxwell
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/s-foxwell
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/ChrisLeeton
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News from the Councils    
The County Council recently met 
and agreed their portion of the 
Council tax which is that there is a 
2% increase, which has been solely 
reserved for Adult Social Care. The 
Conservative Group feel that the 
Council has more efficiencies that 
can be made, which should be 
tackled rather than just increase 
Council Tax. It is your money that 
we are protecting and maximising 
services on your behalf. 

The County Council through 
Connecting Cambridgeshire with 
backing from Government, has 
been rolling out superfast 
broadband into all areas of the 
County and is close to 95% 
coverage. The next phase will be 
the final 5% of harder to reach 
communities, and because of the 
high take up of broadband services 
in Cambridgeshire our program has 
further funding in excess of £6m to 
help this happen over the next 
couple of years. Connecting 
Cambridgeshire is also working to 
improve public access Wifi and 
mobile coverage. 

East Cambridgeshire District 
Council, also met and agreed their 
portion of the Council Tax and for 
the third year in a row it has 
remained the same.  

East Cambridgeshire District 
Council is committed to being 
financially secure and stable, 
keeping a balanced budget and not 

passing on unnecessary costs to 
our local residents. 

The Council have decided to 
award the waste contract from 
1st April 2018 to their Trading arm, 
East Cambridgeshire Trading 
Company, which saves money on 
the contract, retains profits within 
the Council, so that it can be 
reinvested in better services for 
residents. 

As well as saving money on the 
contract, the move also removes 
the cost of the required EU 
procurement process for 
tendering for a new service 
delivery provider – an additional 
saving of around £250,000. 

The next twelve months will form 
a handover period where all staff 
from Veolia will be transferred 
across to the Trading Company 
through TUPE. 

East Cambridgeshire District 
Council have agreed to change 
the work of some of the 
Committees for the new Council 
year, to balance the workload and 
make the Council able to function 
more efficiently. This will enable 
the evolving work being 
undertaken by the East 
Cambridgeshire Trading 
Company to be managed on an 
arms length basis. 

District Cllr Alan Sharp 
County Cllr Matthew Shuter 
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LODE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

Jean Coxall welcomed members to the 
99

th
 Annual Meeting of Lode WI and 

signed the Record of the previous 
meeting as correct. 

Out and About   

Institute of Astronomy – Julie Sale read 
out a report from Carol Faulkner in 
which she told us all about the things 
they had seen and experienced during 
their visit to the Institute.  Carole said it 
was well worth going to see and 
recommended it to members. 

Our Speaker – Ruth Bond – came to 
tell us about her time as Chairman of 
the National Board of the WI.  

Ruth began her talk by saying it had 
been a long time since she visited Lode 
but how pleased she was to be here 
tonight. She spoke about how good it is 
to see younger women joining the WI 
and bringing fresh ideas with them.  

Ruth has been involved with working on 
the many Campaigns and going to 
various countries representing the WI 
but sometimes found it difficult to 
remember that she has to work to the 
mandate given by the members and not 
give her personal opinions.  

She has been to Brussels, Holland and 
as far away as Malawi with CEO’s from 
big corporations, politicians, church 
members and other charity workers, 
looking at environmental issues such as 
climate change, sustainable energy and 
even maternal mortality. She said as a 
Charity the WI does not have money to 
give to any cause but works to try to 
provide sponsors to help with projects. 

Ruth has met many members of 
Royalty including Prince Charles, 
meeting him on more than one 
occasion at Clarence House,  and the 
Duchess of Cornwall when she visited 
Denman College.   

Ruth met the 
Queen at a WI 
meeting in 
January at 
Sandringham, 
where the Queen, as President, 
welcomed everyone and took tea with 
the ladies from the WI. The security 
men with her came forward to have tea 
but were waved back to their positions 
at the door by the Queen and had to 
have their cup of tea standing up!  

Ruth spoke about attending meetings at 
10 Downing Street with various Prime 
Ministers and their wives on various 
topics such as ‘tweeting’, Dementia 
Friends and Care not Custody.  
Representing the WI on many 
committees she was always popping in 
and out of the Lords at Whitehall. 

Ruth ended by saying how much she 
had enjoyed her time as Chairman and 
urged us all to “Think to the Future” of 
the WI. She was very warmly thanked 
for her stimulating and very interesting 
talk by Sheila Louis, after which Ruth 
spent time during refreshments to talk 
to various members. 

After refreshments the Annual Meeting 
took place and the Annual Report is 
printed in this Lode Star.    The winner 
of the competitions which had taken 
place throughout the year was Janet 
Feltwell and she was presented with 
the cup by Jean Coxall – well done 
Janet.   Well done also to another Janet 
(Aves) whose name was drawn out of 
the hat for our Denman Bursary, we will 
look forward to hearing what course 
Janet will decide to achieve. 

The raffle was won by Judy Rayment. 

MAY MEETING on Wednesday 3 May, 
7.30pm at Lode Chapel:  

Luanne Hill ‘The Organised Wardrobe’ 
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Lode WI welcomes visitors and  
prospective members.   

Try our meetings free of charge!    
Phone Angela Standley on C.812994   

for detai ls,  or just drop into Lode Chapel   
on the f i rst  Wednesday of each month  

at 7.30pm 

Our membership over the past year 
has remained at 36 with a good 
attendance at each meeting. 

We have been entertained and 
educated by our many excellent 
speakers on such topics as Life in the 
40’s and 50’s which many of us could 
remember; Colours in our homes; 
Gemstones; Camsight; The convict 
ship for women; The Lopsided Barge 
and Flower arranging (always very 
popular) with all arrangements put in 
a raffle and many members went 
home with wonderful displays.   

We also had a Members’ evening 
when three members spoke of their 
visits to China covering The 
Forbidden City, The Terracotta Army 
and the Panda Sanctuary and 
walking  on the Great Wall of China.  
We were blessed with fine weather 
for our Garden Party held in the 
President’s garden. 

Our Christmas Party was very 
successful with a wonderful meal 
prepared by the committee and much 
fun and laughter followed with a quiz 
and games of Santa Beetle. 

Members have been on many events 
organised by the Federation; 
Buckingham Palace; V&A Museum; 
Eltham Palace and  the Red House; 
Olympic Icons; Canada to 
Cambridge; Chartwell the list goes 
on.   Also three members have been 
on courses at Denman. 

We joined with Bottisham WI for a 
visit to Sandringham which was very 
interesting and a lovely sunny day. 

The speaker for the Group Meeting 
held at Quy was the actress Eliza 
McClelland who spoke about her 
bead work.    

LODE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
ANNUAL REPORT 2016-17 

The competition 
of a tableau 
depicting a song 
from a musical 
was won by us with ‘I’m going to wash 
that man right out of my hair’ from 
South Pacific so hold the trophy for a 
year. 

We again fielded two darts teams with 
mixed successes but great fun was 
had by all. 

As usual we delivered Christmas 
presents to all the known over 75’s in 
the village and these always seem to 
be much appreciated. 

The Programme for 2017-18 has just 
been printed and it looks as though we 
are in for another interesting and 
entertaining year. 

Ann Round   

 

MINI-MARKET 
BOOKS from the Library 

CAKES  
home-made by Bottisham WI 

PLANTS by the Gardening Club 

Saturday 13 May 2017 
The Triangle, Bottisham 

8.30am to 12 noon 

Please come and support  
your local community 
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Unfortunately our March 
speaker did not appear for his talk 
on The Quiet Gardens Movement, 
though we subsequently found it 
was for the best of reasons: his son 
and daughter-in-law had recently 
given birth to triplets and in their 
efforts to help them out we were 
forgotten.  We wish them all the best 
and look forward to rearranging a 
replacement visit in the future.  

So the evening was hastily 
rearranged, with Julia Green finding 
a quiz and the evening turned into a 
very enjoyable social event.  

Details of our evening and day 
outings were discussed. On 
Tuesday 20 June we will be visiting 
Denston Hall Gardens, near 
Wickhambrook, for a rare 
opportunity to see this private 
garden. We should be there at the 
slightly earlier time of 5.00pm in 
order that the gardeners will be on 
hand to show us around, and cars 
will leave from the Bottisham British 
Legion at 4pm if a lift is required.  

On 12 July our day trip will be to 
Capel Manor Gardens at Enfield, 
Middlesex. There may well be some 
additional spaces on the coach so if 
you are not a gardening club 
member and would like to join us for 
the trip, please contact Peter Bullock 
on C.811716. We will be leaving 
Bottisham Village College at 9am, 
returning at approximately 6pm. 

On Sunday 2 April past and present 
members met for our annual Spring 
lunch at the Newmarket Golf Club, 
and once again enjoyed an 
exceptional meal. Many thanks go to 
Dennis and his team for their 
excellent and friendly service. 

BOTTISHAM  
& DISTRICT 

GARDENING CLUB 

BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

STOP PLEASE!  

You have kindly donated so many jigsaw 
puzzles that we are running out of space 
to store them. The collection will be 
reviewed later in the year. 

It was interesting to read recently that in 
an era of digital entertainment people's 
growing desire for old puzzles and board 
games has jolted the market.  Jigsaws 
are now included in the official shopping 
basket and researchers for the 
Consumer Price Index have found 
retailers freeing up more space to 
display these items. John Lewis’ jigsaw 
sales have risen 16% and the National 
Gallery gift shop is up 49% from this 
time last year. Ours are free to borrow! 

Our book sale on the Triangle  is 
arranged for Saturday 13 May. We 
should be very pleased to receive 
donations of good quality paperbacks for 
this event. They can be taken to the 
Library during any of the Public 
Sessions. We already have some 
jigsaws ready for the sale!! 

Sylvia Overton 

Workers of Lode 
Do you work from home in Lode? 

However you work, you are welcome 
to meet others for drinks at  

The Shed on Thursday 11 May 
from 8pm 

This is the fifth meeting and is 
proving an interesting get together. 

We’ll see you there or get in touch ... 
pop in or call C.811927 or email us: 

Corinne Arnold at 
corinne@theshopatlode.co.uk  

and Joy Martin at 
dofe@joyofadventure.co.uk  

mailto:corinne@theshopatlode.co.uk
mailto:dofe@joyofadventure.co.uk
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Memories of Zimbabwe 3 Arthur 
Tomlinson 

Shortly after Umtali was mortared it 
was decided that each high school in 
the African Education system should 
have an African headmaster.  As a 
result of this, as the Education Officer 
responsible for the Examinations 
Branch was about to retire, I was 
invited to succeed to the post.  As this 
involved a move to Salisbury this was 
no bad thing.  

Within a year the two education 
divisions were amalgamated.  
Examinations up to Form 2 level were 
set internally with O and A levels being 
provided by Cambridge University 
(UCLES) and the AEB. 

The fighting war commenced in 1972 
and by 1977 the insurgents were 
entering the country from all three 
surrounding independent African 
countries.  During those five years 
there had been regular occasions 
when those not already conscripted 
were called up to join the Police 
Reserve.  

Finally in 1977 things had become so 
bad that my call to arms was issued.  
Initially it was suggested that I drive a 
truck which, in convoy with others, 
would travel through bandit country to 
serve the outlying settlements.  
Fortunately it was decided that my 
best role would be serving as a Civil 
Liaison Officer (CLO).  As our task 
was to discuss with the captains of 
industry the times when they and their 
staff could be released to fight in the 
war, the CLOs were given the 
unofficial rank of superintendent.  

After a fortnight’s training, which 
consisted in learning to march in step 
(to fight a war!!!) we were allocated our 
units.  We were issued with FN rifles 
and more importantly, as most fire 
fights took place during night time 

hours and it would be necessary to 
clear any blockage quickly if one was 
to survive, taught how to strip them 
down and reassemble whilst 
blindfolded..  Naturally being so short 
sighted I excelled in this exercise but 
fortunately never needed in the heat of 
battle.  I never did get round to firing 
my weapon as when the rest of the 
squad went to the firing range I was in 
the cook house helping to feed a 
squad of African policemen who had 
just returned from the bush for some 
well earned R&R.   

Duties also included the manning of 
road blocks on the Umtali/Salisbury 
road to ensure that no bad guys got 
into the city with explosives.  A group 
of us would travel out in land rovers 
and set up the block on the road 
between two descending slopes.  A 
short stop was appointed to stand 200 
yards up the hill on the Umtali side to 
slow the traffic down and a long stop 
on the Salisbury side to take out any 
motorists who broke through the 
cordon.  As no one else wanted this 
lonely task I volunteered to be the long 
stop.  The beauty of this was that I 
could sit in the shade listen to the 
insects and await the signal to react.  
When three shots were fired I would 
leap into action brandishing my trusty 
rifle and take positive action, at least 
that was the theory.  

The signal was only sounded once.  I 
leapt up, dashed out into the road and 
coming towards me was an elderly 
African driver closely followed by a car 
filled with children and being driven by 
a European female.  Without thinking 
twice I signalled them to proceed  and 
stomped down the hill to demand why 
the three shots had been fired.  All 
professed ignorance which did not help 
my temper.  
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continued on next page 

At that moment the short stop arrived 
to find out the reason for the 
commotion.  He thought for a moment 
and then said that as the car driven by 
the African had passed him it had 
back fired three times.  I doubt if I 
would have been able to hit the 
leading car but would probably have 
taken out the second.  Imagine the 
headlines. 

Running examinations in a country 
which was at war gave the branch 
many headaches.  The strangest of 
these began with a telephone call in 
which I was asked why the centre had 
been sent a mail bag full of shredded 
paper rather than the expected A level 
papers.  A second batch was 
despatched with a request that the 
original bag be returned as a matter of 
urgency so that the problem could be 
investigated.  When the bag was 
opened it was truly found to contain 
shredded paper and a small lump of 
lead.  Further investigation identified 
that on its journey the train had been 
attacked.  It would appear that one 
bullet had passed through the side of 
the luggage compartment, through 
and into the bag and still had enough 
energy to shred the papers.  

Following the end of the war and the 
declaration of independence life 
became a little more interesting.  As 
all meetings were held in Head Office 
it was necessary to walk a short 
distance to get there.  On the journey 
it was necessary to walk passed the 
office building used by President 
Mugabe.  On one occasion as I 
approached, the usual gaggle of 
security guards were milling about 
outside the building.  Naturally they all 
turned and looked at this European 
who may be a danger and should be 
either arrested or shot.  One of them 
detached himself and wandered over.  
I recognised him as a former pupil 

who it had been necessary for me to 
punish just before he ran away and 
before sitting his final exams to join the 
chimerenga (freedom struggle).  His 
opening words were that I had been 
right to punish him as he deserved it.  
He claimed he had an important duty 
acting as security guard to Comrade 
Mazenda.  As this duty paid very little 
he was looking for more gainful 
employment but as he had no 
Cambridge certificate this was proving 
to be impossible.  As we parted he 
said, ‘Why did I not listen to you, sir?” 

On another occasion on the way back 
from a meeting I was greeted by my 
senior clerk admin to be told that there 
was a madman in the branch with a 
side arm strapped to his belt and 
backed by two AK wielding thugs.  
I walked into the building through the 
counter turned and greeted the man.  
I found out later that he had the rank of 
lieutenant colonel in the army and 
hated all white people.  Naturally he 
started to shout so I turned my back on 
him until his voice tailed away.  Turning 
around I greeted him once more and 
explained that when anyone shouted at 
me I went deaf and regrettably turned 
around to face the wall.  More shouting 
followed by my turning round.  After 
going through this charade a further 
five times he decided to speak more 
calmly.  He probably thought that I was 
penga (mad/bewitched).  “Mad” was 
one of the least insulting epithets Ann 
used when she heard.  

I invited him to my office, offered him a 
chair and asked what I could do with 
his goons.  He said that, as they were 
so lowly, they should stand.  In 
conversation it transpired that my staff 
and myself were traitors to the cause 
as they were refusing to give him the 
certificates with which his soldiers had 
been awarded before they had run 
away to join the chimarenga.  
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Fortunately I was able to point out that 
his combatants were probably using 
their chimarenga name and not that by 
which they had sat the exam.  Finally 
when all was sorted by my now new 
friend Freddie told me he was going to 
Eastern Europe to be given extra 
training.  I said on his return I would 
appreciate a bottle of Scotch for all I 
had done for him.  A couple of months 
later the African receptionist came 
through to say that the madman was 
back.  My first question of him was, 
‘Where is my Scotch’.  His reply, ‘Sorry 
sir I drank it but I have brought you a 
present’ - a Yugoslav cap badge which 
together with my police warrant card is 
in the Rhodesian museum in the RAF 
club, Bedford.  It was only later than I 
remembered what a bullet had done to 
the question papers and how lucky I 
had been in my confrontation with 
Freddie.  

With the end of the war, in the region of 
50,000 refugees came back into the 
country all demanding to be allowed to 
sit the internal school examinations 
they had missed in the intervening 
years.  

It was at this time that I took on my third 
role, that of counsellor as everyone in 
the branch were operating under 
extremely stressful conditions and they 
had to be kept on an even keel if we 
were to survive.  

Following the end of the war and the 
swearing in of the new government, the 
AEB and Cambridge University 
(UCLES) decided to send out subject 
officers and chief examiners to spread 
their message.  Not only was it 
necessary to arrange meetings, with 
inspectors and heads around the 
country but I felt it important to arrange 
a social programme tailored to the 
visitors’ requirements.  This quite 
naturally included a visit to the Falls.  

On one occasion I took the geography 
visitors on a trip to the iron and steel 
company.  Driving back after dark we 
developed a puncture.  As the country 
outside the main centres was peopled 
by returning combatants still armed 
with their rifles I felt it prudent to give 
my revolver to the examiner to protect 
us whilst the wheel was changed.  Most 
certainly a new and probably 
frightening experience for him.  

The most interesting visitor was 
Dr Wild, Secretary of UCLES.  On one 
trip he told me of his WW2 
experiences.  As he had obtained his 
doctorate in Physics he was attached 
to the Barnes Wallis team working on 
the bouncing bomb project.  To hear 
his story was a most fascinating 
experience. 

Cheating in examinations, especially 
those provided by the overseas boards, 
was always a problem.  Nothing, 
however, could match the story told to 
me by one overseas visitor who, before 
joining the AEB, had been teaching in 
Kenya.  Whilst invigilating an 
examination he noticed the candidates 
being distracted by a tuneless singing 
coming through the open window.  
Going to the window to remonstrate 
with the miscreant he was amazed to 
find the head of the school sitting 
outside with exam paper in hand.  It 
transpired that he was singing the 
answers to the questions to the 
students. 

An African deputy, Dzingai Mariri, who 
had the ear of the minister, was 
appointed to shadow me in the branch.  
In theory he was there to learn how to 
do the job but in actual fact he was 
appointed to ensure that I toed the 
party line.  From the outset he made it 
very evident that he wanted to replace 
me.  His nose was most firmly put out 
of joint when, together with my Chief 
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Education officer, I was invited to visit 
the UK examining boards to explain the 
way in which the exams system worked 
in Zimbabwe.  Keith and I enjoyed a 
pleasant time, especially in Cambridge 
where we were wined and dined at 
St Catharine’s and Magdalene Colleges.  

At that time we had no inclination to 
leave Zimbabwe but that state of affairs 
was not to last.  One of the important 
tasks the branch carried out was to 
organise the sixth form selection 
exercise.  This had run smoothly for 
many years but Mariri decided that he 
should involve himself.  He brought to 
the task a muddled politically-correct 
thinking that children living in the high 
density suburbs should be awarded 
places at the schools elsewhere in the 
city even though places were available 

in the schools right next door to their 
homes.  He was not prepared to see 
reason even when it was explained to 
him that the children involved had to 
catch the 6am bus into town, catch a 
second bus to Borrowdale shops and 
then walk a further mile to arrive for 
the 8am start and then follow the 
same journey back home.  As our 
eldest son Ian was due to go into sixth 
form I had visions that he would have 
to suffer the journey in reverse.  
Fortunately the heads got together to 
ensure this did not happen. 

As I could see that my days were 
numbered and that when I woke up 
each morning my heart was still 
beating, the time for a change was on 
the cards. 

Arthur Tomlinson 

LODE HALF MARATHON AND  
THREE MILE FAMILY FUN RUN  
(ARC Race Permit No. 17/267) 

** CHIP TIMING FOR BOTH HALF MARATHON AND FUN RUN ** 

The Seventh Lode Half Marathon is fast approaching and this year our charity is 
the Multiple Sclerosis Therapy Centre at Huntingdon (charity no. 800849).   Over the 
last six years we have had great support and raised over £15,000 for charity and 
local causes.   

ENTRY is now open so if you are a runner please get your entry in as soon 
as possible.  If you are not a runner but would like to help with stewarding 
please get in touch.  

It is being held on Sunday 5th November 2017 at 10am - our race HQ is 
the Fassage Hall in Lode.  The Family Fun Run will start at 10.15am.    

The course is flat and takes you from Lode village, along the Lodes Way to 
Wicken Fen and back, with water stations along the way.  Trophies will be 
awarded and each runner who completes the course will receive a medal. 

See our website for further details and on-line booking form - 
www.loderunners.co.uk, or contact Tessa Shrubbs on C.811812 or email: 
lodefarm@aol.com. 

Many thanks to the following companies who are sponsoring this year’s event:                              
Mead Construction & Plant Hire from Swaffham Prior, Bush Sales, Tesco, and 

Bottisham Village Stores. 

http://www.loderunners.co.uk
mailto:lodefarm@aol.com
http://www.mead-construction.co.uk
http://www.bushsales.co.uk/
http://www.tesco.com/
http://www.nisalocally.co.uk/store/b-singh-sunner-12-high-st-cambridge
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All of us at the school hope that you 
had a good Easter holiday. 

The last week of term was a flurry of 
Easter and non-Easter activities, 
causing great excitement and a real 
holiday feeling. 

Starting off the Easter celebrations, 
we had our annual Easter parade for 
Early Years, where the Robins and 
Wrens proudly sported their 
homemade Easter bonnets in front 
of their parents. Fluffy Easter chicks 
were a very popular theme this year! 

This was followed by our ever-
popular Easter bingo, one of our 
regular school fund-raising activities, 
where every child managed to win a 
chocolate egg at some point in the 
games (phew). 

Our Easter service in the Church 
featured thoughtful readings and 
songs from all the classes, as well 
as Easter re-enactments by Owls 
class and the Worship Club. A cross 
was decorated with daffodils on 
arrival by the attending grown-ups, 
which was then displayed outside of 
the church since it would not have 
lasted until Easter Sunday – 
hopefully you saw it as you went 
past! 

You may also have spotted groups 
of cyclists in high-viz jackets 
throughout the village that week. 
This was our Year 6 class, learning 
on-road cycling skills as part of the 
Bikeability scheme, and preparing 
them for their commute to secondary 
school in September. 

Music was another theme of the 
week, with the Choir Festival in 
Burwell, and our KS2 music concert. 

News from  
Swaffham Bulbeck Primary School 
School Office : 01223 811595 or office@swaffhambulbeck.cambs.sch.uk 

The Choir Festival featured choirs from 
many local primary schools who sang 
individual songs and also some songs 
en masse. ‘Bulbeck Band’ were 
identified by their bright green T-shirts, 
and we are grateful to all the parents 
who helped with transport on the day. 

The KS2 music concert gave everyone a 
chance to demonstrate their individual 
instruments, including piano, violin, 
brass, woodwind and drums, and gave 
the choir a chance to share their singing 
with the school. The standard of playing 
was excellent, showing a real love of 
music among our children.  

However, probably the biggest 
excitement of the week, which was the 
main focus of conversation for weeks 
beforehand, was the school Talent Show 
on the Friday afternoon. Teams had 
organised themselves and arranged 
practice sessions and costumes and 
props (including bubbles and sparkles!) 
It was very hard for staff to choose the 
winners from such a talented group. 
Many, many congratulations to everyone 
who took part!! 

Amy Weatherup, Chair of Governors 
chair@swaffhambulbeck.cambs.sch.uk 
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Want to see the 
photos in colour?   

Want to click  
directly on to a 
hyperlink in the 

magazine?   

Go to www.lode.org.uk to 
view all the Lode Star 

magazines since  
January 2014 

Lode Village 
Fete 2017 

Sunday 18 June  
in the Fassage  
12 noon – 4pm 

Another fun-packed day is 
planned for the summer fete 

with stalls, displays, dog show, 
games, tea and cakes, 

Newmarket Town band and 
Scotty’s Circus Workshop to 

guarantee a lively occasion. 
Contact  

chrisjking56@gmail.com if 
you’d like to run a stall or get 

involved.  

On WALL of FASSAGE HALL  

999 

Coffee 

Morning 
with 

Plant, Cake 

& Book 

Stalls 
 

Saturday 6 May 

10.00am – 12 noon 

  St James’ Church Lode 

 

Donations of  

plants and  

cakes would  

be most welcome 

Please contact  

Coral Hatley C.811457  

for more details 
PROCEEDS TO ST JAMES’ CHURCH FUNDS 

mailto:office@swaffhambulbeck.cambs.sch.uk
mailto:chair@swaffhambulbeck.cambs.sch.uk
http://www.lode.org.uk
mailto:chrisjking56@gmail.com
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News from the Bottisham Patients’ Group 

Message of Thanks: Health chiefs in 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
have thanked local residents for 
becoming more self-care aware.  They 
revealed 21,000 fewer prescriptions for 
self-care related medicines were 
issued from April to October 2016 than 
the previous year – a reduction in 
spend of £350,000. 

They report that locally, the NHS spent 
over £4 million on prescribing 
medicines that can easily be bought at 
local pharmacies or supermarkets for 
less than it costs the NHS to prescribe. 
These medicines include painkillers, 
antihistamines, and indigestion 
remedies. 

The general public have helped 
enormously by purchasing their 
painkillers and other medicines from 
pharmacies or supermarkets rather 
than getting them on prescription. A 
packet of paracetamol can cost as little 
as 25p for 16 tablets at a pharmacy. 
But if you go to your GP with an ache 
or pain and get a prescription, the total 
cost to your NHS is approximately 
£45*. We all have a responsibility to 
look after our own health and look after 
our NHS. 

The biggest area of success within 
self-care medicines was over the 
counter painkillers, saving over 
£190,000. 

‘Self-care is an important part of 
keeping well and having a well-
stocked medicine cabinet can help 
people to treat minor illnesses and 
injuries at home, without the need to 
see a GP.’ 

*The £45 the NHS spends on a prescription 
if someone sees a GP is made up of the GP 
consultation time, the cost of the medication, 
and the dispensing fee. 

Out of Hours Service: The Clinical 
Commissioning Group has now 
decided that this service should move 
from the base at Chesterton to one at 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital.  The website 
www.cambridgeshireandpeterborou
ghccg.nhs.uk has further details. 

Patients’ Group: The Patients’ Group 
would be delighted to hear from you – 
please see the notice board in the 
waiting room for details, speak to the 
receptionist or look at the practice’s 
website for further information  http://
www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/
ppg.aspx?p=D81055 and see what 
your Patients’ Group has achieved.  
We would welcome help with running 
the group. 

Walks for Health:  The next walks with 
our accredited walk leader Steve 
Gilson start at 11.00am from the 
surgery car park on 5 and 17 May and 
9 and 21 June.  Do join Steve for a 
walk he would be delighted to see you.  
Anglesey Abbey walks continue on 
Thursdays at 10am from the reception 
area. 

Next Meeting: Patients’ Group will 
meet on 27 July at 6.30pm at the 
surgery.     

Bottisham Patients’ Group  

St James' Church Cafe  

Monday 1 May 

10.00am - 1.00pm 

Hot and Cold Drinks 

Sweet and Savoury snacks 
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RENEW Church Services in May 2017 

We have activities for children and young people at all our morning services 
which are held at Bottisham Primary School unless otherwise stated.   

A crèche is available if required.  All are welcome. 

Please note the change of timings for our Morning Worship.  
We will meet from 10.10 for refreshments and chat,  

before beginning our service at 10.30am 
 
Sunday 7 May Morning Worship 10.30am  

This morning we celebrate as at least four of our young people are 
baptised.  All are welcome to this special service. 

Sunday 14 May  Morning Worship 10.30am Followed by shared lunch  
  Evening Worship  6.20pm at Lode Chapel 
Sunday 21 May  Morning Worship 10.30am     
Sunday 28 May Morning Worship 10.30am 
 Evening Worship 6.20pm  at Lode Chapel 

For more information about any of the activities of RENEW please contact: 
Rev. Alan Brand on C.812558.  Email: alanbrand77@icloud.com 

Or visit our website at https://renewchurch.org.uk/ 

continued on next page 

The answer is in your 
hands ... 

Two young brothers were playing in 
the garden, talking about their father.   

“I think I’m wiser than father,” the 
older brother said.  “I’m not sure.” 
said the younger brother, “Father is 
very wise.”  “I’ll prove it.” the older 
brother exclaimed as he caught a 
small bird from the hedge around the 
garden.  “I will take this bird, cupped 
in my hands, into father’s study and 
will ask him if it is dead or alive.  If he 
says ‘alive’ I will crush it in my hands 
and reveal a dead bird; if he says 
‘dead’ I will release the bird to show it 
is alive. 

The two brothers approach their 
father in his study and the older 
brother says, “Father, in my hands I 
have a small bird.  Is it dead, or is it 
alive?” 

The father pauses momentarily 
before responding, “The answer, my 
son, is in your hands.” 

Often we find ourselves lamenting 
situations we find ourselves in, longing 
for things to be different; or with choices 
to make.  Sometimes we can be so 
focussed on our lament, on asking and 
waiting for someone to intervene, or on 
the different options, that we lose sight 
of the fact that, sometimes, the answer 
is in our hands.  I believe we often have 
a part to play in the answering of our 
prayers. 

My experience of following Jesus is, 
more often than not, that when I’m 
praying for more patience, rather than 
immediately bestowing patience upon 
me, God gives me opportunities to be 
patient.  If I pray for courage, He gives 
me opportunities to be courageous.  
When I pray for relationships to be 
restored, He gives me opportunities to 
demonstrate love, to listen, to 

http://www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk
http://www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk
http://www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/ppg.aspx?p=D81055
http://www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/ppg.aspx?p=D81055
http://www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/ppg.aspx?p=D81055
mailto:alanbrand77@icloud.com
https://renewchurch.org.uk/
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Village Freecycle 
If you have any offers or wants, please contact me by the 14th of each month by phone 
(C.813362), drop a note through the letter box at 23 Longmeadow or email 
jun.thompson@tiscali.co.uk   Please let me know if you would like anything repeating in 
subsequent issues.   Everything is free and nothing is expected in return.    

Please can you contact the offers after the 1st of the month to make it a little fairer. 

Offered 

 Large quantity (~25) bamboo 
canes 

Jill Brown 01223 813810 

 14ft TP trampoline with anchor 
straps, needs a new home. 

Helen or Ian C.813962 

 1 Dicota Selfie Stick 
Mike C.811059 

 Freestanding basketball hoop, 
reasonable condition.      

Matt C.811959 

 Lady’s bike,           Katie C.813852 

 Plastic plant pots, various sizes; 
Desktop computer without hard drive, 
64-bit, 4GB memory, processor Intel 
Core 2 Quad CPU @ 2.4 GHz;  will 
boot from external drive, eg USB.  

Bob or Nicky C.813592 

 J & J Hopkinson upright piano.  Was 
used constantly until last summer.  It is 
still a good instrument for beginners/
improvers but will increasingly need 
minor repairs as the action is getting a bit 
old.   

Robert C.813384 
 

Wanted 

 Wire hanging baskets;  
Fibre (not plastic!) wall plugs (rawlplugs), 
sizes no.8 or no.10.   

Bob or Nicky C.813592 

 Your old light fittings, brown Bakelite 
switches, iron conduit and switches, bulb 
holders and holders;  
Sheets and bits of Bakelite;   
Postcard rack (carousel if possible).           

George 07895 064 727 

 Any solid wood doors (internal or external); 
Unwanted pillow cases (preferably plain).  

Jun/Andy C.813362 

understand, to say sorry, to forgive, to 
be reconciled. 

Sometimes the answer is in our hands. 

I say sometimes, because of course 
there are things that are beyond our 
control, things that only God can do.  
We need to be wise to discern the 
difference: 

“God grant me the serenity to accept 
the things I cannot change; courage to 
change the things I can; and wisdom to 
know the difference.” 

You are invited to join us at RENEW as 
we move forward together on our 
journey of life and faith. 

Revd Alan Brand  

Lode with Longmeadow 
Village Trust 

The village charity will issue its annual 
report on 22 May at the Parish 
Meeting 7.30pm Fassage Hall.   

The Charity has access to money from 
the sale of the old Social Club and this 
is now available for projects that meet 
the Charity objects.   

Full details can be found on the village 
website or the Charity Commission 
website, but please look carefully at 
the published procedural paperwork 
before making an application for 
funding. 

Further details from the Chair of the 
Trustees at lodecharity@gmail.com 
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Public 
Transport 
Matters 

There is much talked and written about 
air quality in cities and what to do about 
it.  More bus use is suggested but then 
comments follow on the pollution 
caused by diesel buses.  Stagecoach 
boss, Andy Campbell, writes in the 
Cambridge News that they are doing 
what they can as a company to improve 
matters and that their new multi-
coloured Park and Ride buses will be 
the greenest in Cambridge - whatever 
the paint job!  They cut fuel 
consumption, cut nitrous oxide 
emissions and the discharge of 
particulate matter.  This is due to a new 
stop-start technology which switches off 
the engine as soon as the driver 
activates and opens the doors.  This 
technology is found in many new cars 
but was only introduced to the bus 
industry six months ago.   

Councillors are suggesting electric 
buses.  Campaigners for better 
transport say that we are good for 
cycling but near the bottom for bus 
use.  Buses do need to run at 
convenient times and to places to 
where we need to go.   

There has been an outcry at the lack of 
a bus stop by Cambridge Crematorium 
due to the A14 roadworks. That has 
now been reinstated when it was 
realised how important it was for people 
without cars to be able to visit.  Taxi 
fares of £28 were quoted.   

Campaigners have also been 
successful in getting the reinstatement 
of the number 26 bus from Guilden 
Morden to its original hourly, not two 
hourly, service during off peak hours.  It 
serves Royston, Melbourn, Shepreth, 
Foxton and Harston. It was felt that it 
would badly affect the elderly and those 

without cars and a petition received 400 
signatures.  The local MP for South 
Cambs. met Any Campbell and it now 
ends at the Trumpington Park and Ride 
rather than Cambridge.  The peak 
service continues to the town centre.   

New trains are planned for this area 
and Shepreth and Foxton are having 
their platforms lengthened but it has 
been decided that Meldreth can 
accommodate the longer trains without 
being lengthened.  Brand new Class 
700 trains are being introduced across 
the Great Northern route. www.thames
-linkrailway.com or 03457 114141. 
www.greateranglia.co.uk/newtrains.   

Cambridgeshire railways are set to 
benefit from an £8.8 million cash 
injection with rail capacity through Ely 
about to take a significant step forward 
thanks to money from two local funding 
streams – Greater Cambridge-Greater 
Peterborough Local Enterprise (LEP) 
and New Anglia LEP funding new rail 
studies into the region including Ely 
North junction.  This will increase freight 
and passenger services from King’s 
Cross to King’s Lynn, Ipswich to 
Peterborough and Felixstowe to 
Nuneaton.  Our MP Lucy Frazer is a 
member of the Ely Area Taskforce and 
says she is delighted.  Network Rail’s 
Anglia route director praises the project 
as a collaboration between local 
decision-making and devolution that 
recognises the investment needs at a 
regional level and provides benefits for 
years to come.   

The new Cambridge North station is 
nearly ready for opening and the official 
opening is 21 May,  trains direct to 
London, Ely and King’s Lynn.  Great 
Northern publishes timetables on April 
21

st
  -  greatnorthern-rail.com.  There is 

also to be a new Busway service N 
from May 21

st
 running along the Guided 

Busway between Northstowe and the 
city centre, stopping at the new station. 

mailto:jun.thompson@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:lodecharity@gmail.com
http://www.thames-linkrailway.com
http://www.thames-linkrailway.com
http://www.greateranglia.co.uk/newtrains
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Concerts are open to the public and 
held on the second Saturday of each 
month, with the exception of July and 

August, at Quy Village Hall and 
commence at 7.30pm. 

Tickets £6.00 available on the door    
For information  C.881049 or C.880522 

Penny Weedon 

Cambridge Electronic  
Organ Society       

Saturday 13 May 2017 

PUZZLE No. 126  SOLUTION 

7 6 2 8 1 9 5 4 3 

1 9 3 4 2 5 8 7 6 

8 4 5 6 3 7 9 2 1 

5 2 1 3 8 6 7 9 4 

4 7 9 1 5 2 6 3 8 

6 3 8 9 7 4 2 1 5 

3 1 7 5 9 8 4 6 2 

2 8 4 7 6 3 1 5 9 

9 5 6 2 4 1 3 8 7 

Network Rail is offering apprenticeship – 
valuable paid work experience, 
transferable skills and recognised 
qualifications in one of Britain’s most 
exciting industries. 

www.networkrail.co.uk/careers/
apprenticeships 

Britain runs on Rail – search this 
website for great days out and rail 
information.  

 Happy travelling!             Paddy James 

Rail info: 08457 48 49 50 
Traveline: 0871 200 22 33 

Nenta train tours: 01692 406152 

Swaffham 
Bulbeck 
Summer 
Theatre  

is proud to present  
Gilbert & Sullivan's comic masterpiece 

'Princess Ida'  
n the wonderful 'Theatre in a Barn', 
Downing Farm, Swaffham Bulbeck, 

Cambridge CB25 0NW 

Wednesday 14 June  at 7.30pm - £8 

Thursday 15 June  at 7.30pm - £9 

Friday 16 June  at 7.30pm - £10 

Saturday 17 June at 2.30pm - £7  
and 7.30pm - £10. 

Tickets are available via our website, 
www.sbsummertheatre.com  
or by contacting Caille Peri on 

sbst.tickets@gmail.com  
or 07541 554845.   

For further information about the show 
please contact Ruth Dennis on  

01638 730659. 

Princess Ida synopsis 

Princess Ida and Prince Hilarion were 
betrothed when they were babies. 
Twenty years have passed and the 
time has come for Hilarion to claim his 
bride. She, however, has other ideas 
and has set up a women’s only 
university where men are not allowed. 
A feud between the two families 
occurs and there are threats of war if 
the Princess does not comply.  

Further complications arise when 
Hilarion and his two friends dress up 
as women and climb into the 
university.  

Love triumphs in the end as the 
families attack each other before 
coming to a peaceful solution.  
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Anglesey Abbey and Wicken Fen 
News and Events — May 2017 

Howard Cooper 
Communications Officer  01353 720274  

Although there is still a couple of weeks 
before our Head Gardener and Lode 
resident, Richard Todd,   finally hangs 
up his trowel, we had a big bash to 
mark his retirement just before Easter. 
It was fantastic to see so many people 
from current and former staff and 
volunteers, all gathered together to 
celebrate Richard’s amazing career at 
Anglesey Abbey. 

The House team are running a 
Conservation season throughout May. 
This exhibition showcases how we look 
after Lord Fairhaven’s collection, 
through displays and demonstrations - 
there’s even a chance to roll up your 
sleeves and lend a hand.  

We will be taking part in a week of 
activities to celebrate our nation’s 
milling heritage from 8-14 May. There 
will be regular talks about the history of 
the mill. The mill will run twice an hour, 
and we have put together a special 
self-led trail around the Mill and Quarry 
Pool, which promises to reveal what 
lies at the bottom of the pool! 

A quick reminder that we have free 
admission for Lode & Long Meadow 
residents over the weekend of 19–
21 May. Please bring proof of your 
address to show at the reception desk 
in the Visitor Centre. 

Up at Wicken Fen, Professor, Nick 
Davies, one of the world’s leading 
cuckoo experts will be leading two 
Cuckoo & Warbler guided walks on 
Saturday 27 May. Nick spends a large 
part of his summer studying the 
cuckoos and reed warblers on the Fen, 
and much of, the material for his highly 
acclaimed book, Cuckoo – Cheating by 
Nature, was drawn from his research at 
Wicken Fen. The walks are at 10.30am 

and 1.45pm Adult £6.50, Child 
£4.  Advanced booking is essential on 
01353 720274. 

Wicken already has an amazing 9,175 
recorded species, but we are always 
hoping to identify a new species or 
two. Why not grab your binoculars, 
magnifying glasses, notepad and pen 
and join us for our Bio-Blitz Challenge 
on Spring Bank Holiday Monday, as we 
see how many species we can identify 
in just 24 Hours. There will be lots of 
activities throughout the day and night 
and plenty of experts on hand to help 
identify and record the wildlife you see. 
A full schedule of activities will be 
published on our website and 
Facebook page. 

Continuing with the wildlife theme, 
award winning wildlife photographer, 
Richard Nicoll, will be presenting an 
exhibition of his wildlife photography 
over the Spring Bank Holiday 
weekend. A regular visitor to the Fen, 
Richard’s wildlife images have won 
over 90 national and international 
awards, including 14 gold medals. 

The next free entry weekends for 
Lode and Longmeadow residents this 
year are 19–21 May, 21–23 July and  
13–15 October.  

Please bring along some form of 
identification containing your address 
(utility bill etc.) to show to our 
reception staff in the Visitor Centre 
when you arrive.   

ANGLESEY ABBEY 

http://www.networkrail.co.uk/careers/apprenticeships
http://www.networkrail.co.uk/careers/apprenticeships
http://www.sbsummertheatre.com
mailto:sbst.tickets@gmail.com
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Arthur Rank Hospice is inviting you 
to glow bright at their memory walk 
on Saturday 13 May. Sponsored by 
Gibbs Denley Insurance Services, 
the annual Star Shine Stroll memory 
walk - which raised an impressive 
£50,000 for the Hospice’s services 
last year – sees hundreds of 
supporters, walk around 
Cambridge’s historic town centre 
and countryside as dusk falls around 
them. 

The 10 or 6.5 mile route starts and 
finishes at Shelford Rugby Club (full 
map available at the event website, 
starshinestroll.co.uk).  Marketing 
and Events Officer, Tasha Hills 
adds:  

“The Star Shine Stroll memory walk 
has a particularly special 
atmosphere with many people 
walking in memory of someone they 
love. There is a real sense of 
community, celebration and even 
magic as participants walk together 
and share their very personal 
reasons for taking 
part. Our walkers do 
make a special effort 
to come dressed for 
the occasion and we 
are excited to see 
how creative 
everyone becomes 
with this year’s 
‘Twinkle twinkle little 
stars – glow bright’ 
theme!” 

Alongside corporate sponsorship 
from Gibbs Denley Insurance 
Services and polkadotfrog, the 
memory walk’s £15.00 entry fee 
helps to cover the costs of the 
event, with those taking part 
receiving a hot drink and bacon roll, 
registration pack, medal and t-shirt.  

Whilst not essential, many walkers 
choose to raise sponsorship 
individually or in groups for Arthur 
Rank Hospice Charity to help fund 
the essential services which the 
Hospice provides to 2000 people 
each year who are living with a life-
limiting illness in Cambridgeshire.  

You can sign up to take part at 
starshinestroll.co.uk/register or 
call the Charity’s fundraising office 
on 01223 675888. Volunteers 
wishing to offer help with safety or 
refreshments will also be gladly 
received and should also call this 
phone number or email 
tasha.hills@arhc.org.uk 

Twinkle and Glow at 
Annual Star Shine 
Memory Walk  
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 Dial 101 

 

Martyn Lord ............... 812644 

lodenhw@yahoo.co.uk 

Neighbourhood Watch 
The aim of Neighbourhood Watch is to 
bring neighbours together to create strong, 
friendly, active communities where crime 
and anti-social behaviour are less likely to 
happen.  

We are fortunate in Lode and Longmeadow 
that there are six volunteers co-ordinated by 
Martyn Lord who lives on Mill Road.   

Contact him if you want to get his regular 
updates. He liaises with our Police Community 
Support Officer (PCSO) and picks up on 
relevant news from across the patch. 

Over the past few months he has been 
reminding us at Parish Council and through 
Lode Star to be vigilant about locking sheds 
because there has been a spate of burglaries 
in other villages.  Unfortunately, during April 
this has extended to Lode with thefts of jewelry 
in Northfields; tools and Easter Eggs from a 
shed on High Street; two burglaries in Abbey 
Lane and a night-time burglary which resulted 
in a horse box being stolen and driven out of 
the village loaded with a quad bike and 
generator.  Martyn says that over the Easter 
weekend there were thefts from about ten other 
locations around Lode on routes towards the 
Wilbrahams. 

If you recall seeing anything suspicious during 
April don’t hesitate to call your local 
Neighbourhood Watch volunteer who will pass 
information on to the police.  And we should 
heed Martyn’s advice about securing 
outbuildings. 

http://www.starshinestroll.co.uk
https://www.gibbsdenley.co.uk/
https://www.gibbsdenley.co.uk/
http://www.polkadotfrog.co.uk/
http://www.starshinestroll.co.uk
mailto:tasha.hills@arhc.org.uk
mailto:lodenhw@yahoo.co.uk
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Thank You 
Dear Anglesey friends 

It is hard to find words to thank you for 
your support for our 
Diocese.  Whenever we pray to God to 
help us out in some crisis, Anglesey 
seems to pop up with just what we 
need! 

Thanks to the 
science 
equipment 
you bought, 
the girls at the 
Secondary 
School really 
enjoy their 
studies now 
they can do 
practical work 
for the first 
time as well 

as theory.  I am sure they will be 
successful in internal and national 
exams.  You have planted 
an unforgettable seed in these young 
lives.   

Our benefice of five churches has a link with the large parish of 
Karukekere in the diocese of Mara in north Tanzania - an area near the 
Kenyan border, between Lake Victoria and the Serengeti game reserve. 

Anglesey Group of Parishes 
The Parishes of Bottisham, Lode, Stow-cum-Quy, Swaffham Prior and Swaffham Bulbeck 

The whole School family greet you and 
will welcome you on a visit. 

Thank you also for your purchase of 
bags of maize at this time of 
famine.  You have brought health to 
many people and brought many back 
to their church fellowship - and new 
ones even asking for baptism. 

Ms Deninsia Jerome,  
Head of Bunda Girls 

Canon Arthur Mauya,  
Diocese Education Secretary 

Bishop George of Mara came to visit 
us in April, here is a photo from the 
evening meal we held to welcome 
him. 
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Vicar:      Rev'd Sue Giles, C.812726   suethevic@btinternet.com   
Churchwardens:     Julie Sale,  C.811222   juliesale0@gmail.com  

Beth Marsh C.813373  bethmarsh8@btinternet.com 

ST.  JAMES' CHURCH  LODE with LONGMEADOW 

CHURCH SERVICES 
Services at Lode in BOLD 

Sunday 7 May 
 9.30am HOLY COMMUNION 

Sunday 28 May 
 8.00am Communion @ 

Swaffham Prior 
 10.00am All Age Service @ Quy 

Sunday 21 May 
 9.30am ROGATION 

Thursday 25 May    Ascension  
 7.00pm Benefice Communion @ 

Swaffham Prior 

CHURCH CLEANING 
Saturday 20 May 9am-10am  

Contact Julie for more information 

 

Easter Lilies 
Thank You 

Thank you to all who 
generously gave donations 

towards the purchase of lilies to 
decorate St. James’ Church at 
Easter.   

Hopefully many of you took the 
opportunity to see the beautiful 
spring arrangements.   

A big thank you also, to the team 
of ladies who arranged the flowers, 
and supplied foliage. 

Ann Langran 

Anglesey Benefice 

BRASSES 
5 or 12 May ........ Peter/Susan Swannell 
19 or 26 May .......................... Julie Sale 

SIDESMEN 
MAY 
 7 Ken York ................. Dorothy York 
 21 Coral Hatley ................. Julie Sale 

READERS 
MAY 
 7 Ann Langran ............. Coral Hatley 
 21 Peter Swannell ............. Julie Sale 

FLOWER ROTA 
7-14 May ............................... Dora Gale 
21-28 May* ....................... Ann Langran 

* Wedding on 25 May 

Sunday 14 May 
 10.00am Benefice Communion  

@ Swaffham Prior 

Diary reminders: 

St James' Church Cafe  
Monday 1 May 

10.00am - 1.00pm 

Coffee Morning with 
Plant, Cake & Book Stalls 

Saturday 6 May 
10.00am – 12 noon 

 At the 2.30pm meeting at the Lode 
Chapel on Thursday 13 May we will be 
welcoming Jackie Metcalfe, MU 
Archdeaconry Vice President.  You are 
most welcome to come along and join 
us.                            Ann Langran 

mailto:suethevic@btinternet.com
mailto:juliesale0@gmail.com
mailto:bethmarsh8@btinternet.com
http://www.angleseygroupparishes.co.uk/html/lode.html
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OUTSIDE  INFORMATION 
Cambridge code (01223)  

unless otherwise indicated 

BOTTISHAM MEDICAL PRACTICE : ............................................. 810030 

Monday to Friday 8.30am-6.00pm (9.00am Dispensary) Saturday   CLOSED 

When Surgery is closed please ring CAMDOC ........... 0330 123 9131 

BROUGHTON HALL .............. In an emergency: 999 or Swannell 811584 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE POLICE .......................................... Emergency 999 

   Non-Emergency   www.cambs.police.uk  ............. ........................ 101 

 ................................ PCSO Ann Austin  ............................................. 101 

Email : - ecops.bottisham@cambs.pnn.police.uk 

Crimestoppers  ................................................... 0800 555 111 

LODE PARISH COUNCIL     Chairman: Robert Stevens............... 811643 

Clerk:  Jonathan Giles    lodeparishclerk@gmail.com .07789 012 761 

ST.  JAMES' CHURCH, LODE   Churchwarden: Julie Sale .......... 811222 

                                                  Churchwarden: Beth Marsh ........ 813373  
LODE CHAPEL   Alan Brand    alanbrand77@icloud.com   ........ 812558   

ST PHILIP HOWARD CATHOLIC CHURCH, Cherry Hinton ........ 211235 

LODE POST OFFICE ...................................................................... 811927 

FASSAGE HALL   Bookings - Julie Sale j.sale@homecall.co.uk  811222  
THE SHED, Pub & Restaurant   info@the-shed-pub.co.uk 812425 

1st Bottisham RAINBOWS/Bottisham BROWNIES  ............ 811055  

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT:  Lucy Frazer ........................ 020 7219 3000 

         ................................................................ lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk  

CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL Shire Hall ........ 0345 045 5200 

County Councillor Mathew Shuter ....................................... 01638 508729 

EAST CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL .............. 01353 665555 

       ........................ www.eastcambs.gov.uk/waste/collection-calendars 

District Councillor Alan Sharp .............................................. 01638 507485   

District Councillor David Chaplin .................................................... 353181 

Ely Shopmobility ................................................................... 01353 666655 

SANCTUARY HEREWARD HOUSING  ............................. 0800 131 3348 
BOTTISHAM SCOUT HUT for hire adampaul@btopenworld.com  07841 930065 

BOTTISHAM VILLAGE COLLEGE ................................................. 811250 

BOTTISHAM VILLAGE COLLEGE  Community Education ........... 811372 

BOTTISHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL .................................................. 811235 

SWAFFHAM BULBECK PRIMARY SCHOOL ................................ 811595 

BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY LIBRARY ........................................... 812354 

NATIONWIDE  RAIL TIMES .............................................. 08457 48 49 50 

TRAVELINE (Local transport information) ........................ 0871 200 22 33 

STAGECOACH CAMBUS CUSTOMER SERVICES ..................... 423578 

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE    

Wednesday 10 May 

Longmeadow  2.20 - 2.45 pm 
Northfields 2.50 - 3.25 pm 
Lode Post Office 3.30 - 4.00 pm 

Renewals/Enq: 0345 045 5225 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library 

Gas ............................. 0800 111999 

Anglian Water ...... 08457 145145 
Electricity ....... 0800 783 8838 

Call NHS 111 if you need  
health information  
or reassurance about  
what to do next. 

 
WASTE & RECYCLING 

MAY 

Fen Collection—Tuesdays 
 
 

Border—Refuse & Blue lid 
No border—Green lid only 

Village—Thursdays 
 
 
 Border—Refuse & Blue lid 

No border—Refuse & Green lid 

3 16 23 31 

 5 11 18 25 

POWER CUT? 

CALL 105 
FREE 

9 

O = changed day 

http://ww
w.nhs.uk 

www.pati
ent.co.uk

 

+ = Serves Lode Church         
O
 = Saturday only 

 # = leaves Lode Church 4 mins earlier than time stated 

ROUTE 10 BUS SERVICE 

From LODE x-roads to CAMBRIDGE 

Monday to Saturday 
0652, 0722, 0742

O
, 0749, 0809

O
, 0912, 

1012+#, 1112, 1212+#, 1312, 1412+# 
1512, 1612, 1712, 1812 

Monday to Saturday 
0645, 0745, 0815+, 0915, 1015+, 
1115, 1215+, 1315, 1415+, 1515, 

1655+, 1755, 1855 

no service on sundays and bank holidays 

From CAMBRIDGE to LODE x-roads  

http://www.cambs.police.uk
mailto:ecops.bottisham@cambs.pnn.police.uk
mailto:lodeparishclerk@gmail.com
mailto:alanbrand77@icloud.com
mailto:j.sale@homecall.co.uk
mailto:lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/waste/collection-calendars
mailto:adampaul@btopenworld.com
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library
http://www.nhs.uk
http://www.patient.co.uk

